Achieving 'social cohesion' across race and class divides in South
Social cohesion in theory and practice
An interest in the significance of the neighbourhood, of shared space, values and a sense of community naturally has a long history in social theory and policy. 22 Income inequality in the major metros is extremely high, 23 such that there are hard-to-climb 'income cliffs' between socioeconomic levels and their associated spaces. 24 The result is a system of tightly overlapping inequalities of race, space, wealth, opportunities, services, health and so on, which in turn undermines attempts at promoting growth, development and legitimacy. 25 The post-apartheid government has made considerable progress towards providing low-cost homes to the huge backlog of people without formal housing, but the urgency of the task has meant that quantity has largely taken precedence over quality, with subsidised housing still mostly being built on the urban peripheries and in economically and socially unsustainable forms. informal settlements; and relatively affluent 'gated communities' built by private developers. 27 This has contributed to the fact that many neighbourhoods remain highly internally homogeneous. 28 The importance of more 'integrated', 'inclusive' or 'mixed' housing (incorporating a range of housing types, sizes and prices in close proximity) 29 has long been acknowledged in policy and law, but fiscal and water supply, water-borne sanitation and pre-paid electricity, and a large number of units are also fitted with solar geysers. 35 The private developers have gradually handed over maintenance responsibility to the City, but continue to play an active role in some aspects of governance.
The formal population in Cosmo City as of 2015 is estimated at around 70 000 people, but the number living in backyard sublets is unknown, such that the total population may be closer to 100 000. 36 The development is mixed in that it comprises 5 000 low 
Diversity achievement
The 2011 national census was fielded before Cosmo City had been completed (reflected in the fact that it counted a total of just 44 292 residents), but its results do suggest that Cosmo City has achieved something unusual in its vicinity. Some rough comparison is possible between its ward (of which it made up more than 80% of the population), the ward that covers the greater part of the nearby township of Diepsloot, and the ward that includes Honeydew, the Eagle Creek Golf Estate and many of the other complexes described in other research on this region, for example by Duca and Chipkin. 41 The Cosmo City ward's residents' average household income is about double that of greater Diepsloot (which is close to the national average) but a quarter of that in the Honeydew area. It also has a considerably higher proportion of people employed (62%) than in Diepsloot (55%), but lower than in Honeydew (77%). 42 About 14% of its residents have completed education past grade 12, as compared to about a third in Honeydew and less than 2% in Diepsloot.
But rather than simply finding itself between these socioeconomic spaces, Cosmo City does to some extent seem to straddle them. As demonstrated in However, the promotional documents and interviews with the private and city role players suggest that racial or ethnic diversity never featured in the inclusiveness goals or outcomes for Cosmo City. 45 The overwhelming majority of Cosmo City residents are still the 'previously disadvantaged'. 46 It is over 97% black African, less than 1% coloured, and less than 0.5% white or Indian and Asian respectively. but not at all mixed in terms of population group.
As such, it is at best an incomplete model of how post-apartheid inclusion and integration might be envisioned for the city or country more broadly.
Nevertheless, it is a fascinating case study on community diversity, social cohesion and their impact on crime and fear.
Research method
The 
Measuring social cohesion
In order to get a sense of how much social cohesion respondents experienced in Cosmo City, they 
Crime and fear of crime
To determine the extent of their crime victimisation and fear, respondents were asked:
• How are you most affected by crime in
Cosmo City?
• What crimes have the members of your household experienced in Cosmo City in the last five years?
The response options were:
• Theft of personal property This effect is not entirely unprecedented. A study on low-income communities in Latin America suggested that highly dense and strong social networks can allow the sense of crime victimisation risk to proliferate. 60 Another study, on residents who were displaced following Hurricane Katrina, found that strong networks foster the transmission of rumours, raising the sense of crime risk. 61 To the extent that 
